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TDRs are worth thorough

exammatlon

he Kittitas County commis-
sioners.are embarking on a
very worthwhile endeavor to -
determine if a transfer of devel- -
opment rights program would
benefit the county. '

. Transfer of development rlghts,
called TDRs, allow 1ndmdually

a rural landowner and a developer
identify the value of housing
development on rural lands and
quantify them as a number of
rights.

A developer would buy a certain -

landowner and transfer them to &
receiving area — lands designated:
for higher density developments '
close to existing cities or in- de31g-
nated rural development areas.

TDRs become popular in area ' .

where resource lands are facing
development pressures. Under
the best-case scenario TDR-help
conserve resource land, while -
directing development to areas ..
better suited for re31dent1a1
growth.

The beauty of the system is it’s
a private-market solution. Tax :
dollars aren’t used to buy develop- '
ment rights. It's a way for a county |
without significant financial
reserves to protect the natural
landscape that attracts residents
to the area. -

It is a significant program,
though, that deserves careful
evaluation to determine ifitis a _.:_‘.I
good fit for this county.

The county commissioners hired _'
the Cascade Land Conservancy to":
research and develop a voluntary
TDR program. This past week CLC /|
presented some initial recom- -

dations are available for review
online at www. cascadeagenda
cnrn." tdrl klttltas ;
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